Abstract: Family reconstitution data for fourteen German village populations permit the examination of remarriage during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The results provide compelling evidence for a secular decline in the tendency to remarry. Pronounced age and sex differentials in the likelihood of remarriage were evident: widows were far less likely to remarry than widowers, and the probability of remarriage declined rapidly with age, particularly for women. The probability of remarriage was also inversely associated with the number and age of children. There were, however, no clear differences in either the probability of remarriage or its tendency to decline over time among major occupational groups. The decline in remarriage probabilities was caused in part by declines in adult mortality, which gradually raised the ages of surviving spouses to levels at which remarriage has historically been rather unlikely. However, age-specific marriage probabilities also declined, affecting both men and women and all occupational groups, suggesting the presence of a social change of wide scope. Some comments on possible factors contributing to the decline of remarriage are presented. The need for a comprehensive explanation of remarriage trends and differentials remains an important challenge for family historians.
I. Introduction
The importance of a distinctive marriage pattern in preindustrial northwest Europe has been underscored in a number of important and influential studies (Hajnal, 1965 (Hajnal, , 1982 Laslett, 1977; Wrigley, 1981) . Most investigations of nuptiality in western Europe during the period covering the seventeenth through the nineteenth centuries have focused on the relatively late entry into first marriage for both sexes and the prevailing, substantial levels of celibacy defined as proportions never married. However, far less attention has been paid to patterns of marital dissolution and remarriage that were characteristic of prevailing socioeconomic and demographic systems despite their potential significance for the individuals and societies involved (Baulant, 1976; Smith, 1979; Bideau, 1980) . of marriages by types has revealed a substantial decline in the proportion of marriages involving people remarrying, and a concomitant growth in the proportion of primary marriages (those between nevermarried men and women). In their analysis of English trends, for example, Schofield and Wrigley (1981:212) argue that while 25-30 percent of those marrying in the sixteenth century were remarrying, this proportion had declined to only 10 percent by the nineteenth century. Bellettini (1981:259-260) Cabourdin (1978 Cabourdin ( , 1981 and Bideau (1980:29) con- firm the existence of a trend towards the decreasing, proportional importance of remarriages from the sixteenth to the nineteenth centuries.
Although a wide body of current research points to a decline in the proportional importance of remarriages in European history, there has been considerably less work on actual probabilities and rates of remarriage (cf. Livi-Bacci, 1981; Dyrvik, 1981) . In their history of the European family, Mitterauer and Sieder (1982: 150) appear to assume that the probability of remarriage underwent a &dquo;continuous&dquo; decline over the last two centuries, although they provide no supporting evidence. Thus, most show that probabilities of remarriage were inversely associated with age and number of children and that women were far less likely to remarry than men. There were, however, no clear differences in either the probability of remarriage, or its tendency to decline over time among major occupational groups. Explaining the causes of this decline and the presence or absence of major differences in probabilities of remarriage is difficult, given the wide variety of socioeconomic and cultural causes that may have been at work.
II. Sources and Setting
The basic data for the present study are in the form of reconstituted family histories as available in village genealogies (Ortssippenbücher), a source unique to Germany. A total of fourteen such genealogies has been selected for study. The nature and quality of these genealogies, as well as the historical background of the villages selected, have been discussed at length elsewhere (Knodel, 1975; Knodel and Shorter, 1976;  Knodel, forthcoming Thus, while they cannot be considered either a random or representative sample of rural Germany in any rigorous sense, they at least span a reasonable range of regional, demographic, and socioeconomic diversity and should provide an interesting variety of settings in which to explore marital dissolution and remarriage.
The data set on which the present study is based has been developed in connection with a broader study of'demographic behavior in the past. For Wrigley, 1968) . However, the fact that child mortality at ages above infancy declined during much of the period under study is consistent with the suggestion of improving adult survivorship in the sample villages (Knodel, 1983 (Imhof, 1981; Lee, 1980 (Flandrin, 1979:115-116 ; cf. Lee, 1981:96 Bideau, 1980:34-35; Cabourdin, 1978:318-319 The more than 1000 different occupational designations included in the genealogies comprising the sample were coded into 12 categories including a residual category for all those that did not fit conveniently into the other 11 (see Table 8 ). Categories either correspond to an occupational grouping which, on the basis of theoretical considerations or previous empirical research, is expected to be associated with demographic behavior or because they correspond to frequently mentioned occupations or occupational clusters in the genealogies. Moreover, they were chosen in such a way that they could be combined into three broader groups thought to reflect, at least to some modest extent, common social and economic circumstances. Nevertheless, there is clearly variation within the categories themselves and, even moreso within the broader groups with respect to social and economic standing.
Farmers form both a category and a broad grouping. Their presumed distinguishing feature is that they earn their livelihood primarily through agricultural pursuits on land which is essentially under their control. This category undoubtedly incorporates a variety of different situations even among persons with identical occupational designations. The problem is reduced in villages where farmers and cottagers can be distinguished and assigned to different categories. The second broad grouping is labeled Proletarians and is intended to embrace workers who depend for survival on the sale of their labor power and who do not have extensive control over property or the means of production (see Tilly, 1981 (Mitterauer and Sieder, 1982; Sieder and Mitterauer, 1983 (Knodel, forthcoming) . Mitterauer and Sieder (1983:62) , as well as Jean-Louis Flandrin ( 1979:11 S) (Baulant, 1976; Kennedy, 1973) . It may have been easier for women to take on the male tasks for themselves than for men to take on female tasks (Segalen, 1981:69 Knodel, 1983) .
The phenomenon whose explanation presents the greatest challenge, however, is the secular decline in remarriage itself. Although there is reason to believe that the decline was larger than a purely rural phenomenon, the continuous decline of remarriage probabilities there seems most puzzling, given the longer persistence of domestic systems of production. In particular, we might expect that peasants and artisans were groups within which the family functioned more and longer as a productive unit in comparison to proletarians. Yet there is little difference in the levels of remarriage of these two groups. Given the fact that the changing nature of the economy must have affected occupational groups differently, their similar patterns of decline in the probabilities of remarriage lead us to believe that more than just economic changes lay behind these trends. As our discussion has suggested, future analyses of this important subject should take into consideration not only pressures to remarry, but changes in the structure of local marriage markets and the values and attitudes towards marriage of single and previously married people.
